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The operating system controls what happens when you open an existing file 
for writing. The one consistent thing is that a new file is created. If you are 
in a UNIX or an MSDOS environment, the existing file is deleted when the 
program completes. In other environments, the existing file still exists, but 
it is no longer the current file. To read it, you would have to use special job 
control statements that refer to the older version. Check with the 
documentation for your operating system to make sure you understand 
what will happen. 
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